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President’s Message
Greetings everyone!
This has been a busy month for many members and
Units as we’ve celebrated our 100th Anniversary across
the Department in a variety of ways. This edition of the
newsletter includes some pictures of events thus far.
Please continue to recognize this hallmark throughout
the year and share pictures of anything you are doing
so that others can see and perhaps put your ideas to
work.
Can you believe it? Mid-year reports are due
December 15th to Committee Chairs, with a copy to
your District Chairs. Mid-year report forms can be
easily found in the Fall Bulletin that was sent out last
week along with one page summaries of programs.
When you submit your reports, please also send a copy
to me at deptpresident@vaauxiliary.org and to your
Zone Vice President as well.
If you are not sure what to include on your
reports, be sure to look further in this newsletter for
some helpful tips and an example of a History report. If
you have not had any activity in a particular program,
please include your plans in your report to the
Committee Chair rather than submitting a “no report”.
Planning does count, as without it there will be no
activity to carry out.
Please reach out to members to see what they’ve
been doing that can be included on reports, and to
remind those who have yet to renew their membership
to remember to do that now.
I wish you and your families a Happy Thanksgiving
and ask that we all remember all those who are unable
to be home.
For God and Country,
Dr. Lisa Chaplin
Department of Virginia
President 2019-2020

ALA Stay Connected
Department of Virginia

Want to catch up on the latest news
from Department?
Be sure to “LIKE” us on Facebook.
Help spread the word about @ALAofVA
Spread the good word in Virginia!
Facebook .com/ALAofVA and 100th

Anniversary Facebook group page
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
ALAcentennial/ and #ALA100Celebration
Twitter

@ALADeptofVA

YouTube DeptofVirginiaALA

Department Fall Conference
Saturday, October 26, 2019
The Doubletree by Hilton Hotel
Williamsburg, VA
The Department wishes to thank our Southern
Division Vice President Noemi Burgos de Paneto
for visiting us at our Fall Conference as we
kicked off our 100th Anniversary Celebration!

NEC Sallie Rossman and PNP Peggy Thomas were up bright and
early to see Noemi off to the airport at 3:30 a.m.!

The Department Membership Breakfast on October 26 was a
great kick-off to our 100th Anniversary with an ALA History
Trivia game, and greetings from our distinguished guest, Southern Division Vice President Noemi Burgos de Paneto, and goody
bags with 100th Anniversary items and Patriotic tote bags for
everyone to take home.

Junior Activities Chair Dr. Deborah Blanch
and Junior Officers present their special
100th Anniversary project!

Our Fall Conference
Poppy contest had
some great entries.
Check them out!

Thank you to
Dorothy Ayers and
her husband for
creating these beautiful
and delicious
100th Anniversary
cakes.
Thanks to
Nanette Hartman for
delivering them to our
Fall Conference. , I
am.

Keep the momentum going all
year long and when you share
your pictures on social media,
use #ALA100 and
#ALA100Celebration

Past National President Peggy Thomas is
making sure that a good time is had by
all at the Fall Conference as we begin
our second 100 years of service!

In honor of the 100 Anniversary, ALA members participated in the 2019
Northern Virginia Veterans Parade on Saturday,
November 2, 2019, at 11:00 am in Manassas, VA.
A reception followed with light refreshments and a 100th
Anniversary cake at the Freedom Museum, Manassas
Regional Airport, 10600 Harry J. Parrish Boulevard,
Manassas. VA 20110.

On November 10th, our organization's 100th Anniversary,
American Legion Auxiliary and American Legion members
gathered at Aquia Episcopal Church to remember Dr. Kate
Waller Barrett, Virginia's first Department President and the
second ALA National President. One member, Bobby Barrett
Crisp (in the green jacket) has recently learned that she is a
descendant of Dr. Barrett, and says that may, in part, explain
her passion for service.

Continuing to honor the 100th Anniversary of The ALA
and the legacy of Dr. Kate Waller Barrett, members met
at the Kate Waller Barrett Library in Alexandria, VA to lay
a wreath and share the story of her part in The American
Legion Auxiliary. While there, as members came and
went, Alexandria Councilman John Chapman stopped by
to hear the story.

Unit 284, Colonial Heights
hosted a wonderful 100th
Anniversary Tea on
Sunday, November 10, 2019.

Members of Unit 74 in Charlottesville really hit a home run with their unique idea to
reach the community to recognize The ALA 100th Anniversary—100 Years of Honoring
Service. That’s a great example of Public Relations!
Special thanks to Department First Lady Ruthann Brown and Unit 74 President
Nanette Hartman for making this a reality. More members from Unit 74 came out
including their youngest Junior member, Nanette’s granddaughter and their first male
member, Nanette’s husband.
Past National President Peggy Thomas, Historian Sue Oertel and President Dr. Lisa
Chaplin represented The ALA Department.
Special thanks to Department Commander A.B. Brown for coming out to show his
support. Kevin Chaplin of SAL Squadron 284 was on hand from Media and Public
Relations so that this will be shared this with more members of The Legion Family.

Please share what you are doing in your Units with programs, service projects, and
any mission-related or 100th Anniversary activities! We love getting your pictures so
keep them coming. Please include your Unit number and location, who is in the picture,
what you were doing and where you were doing it.
Keep in mind that everything you do contributes to your Unit’s history, and also include
the pictures with your mid-year program reports.

To Do List
It’s that time of year again, shopping, entertaining, and oh yes, mid-year reports. Please send in your mid-year reports by December 15.
Report forms for your Historian, Chaplain and Committee Chiars can be found in the Programs Action Plan (PAP) and in the November
Bulletin. Don’t have the form? You can email the committee chair and they will gladly send you a copy. Email addresses for Historian,
Chaplain and each committee chair is their program name followed by @vaauxiliary.org
(Example historian@vaauxiliary.org or poppy@vaauxiliary.org)
If you need a little help filling out your history report form I have included an example below.

Example:
TALA Department of Virginia
UNIT HISTORY MID-YEAR REPORT FORM
2019-2020
Due Date: December 15, 2019
historian@vaauxiliary.org
Don’t forget to fill in the blanks.
Unit # ___ Unit Name:

District: _______ Zone:__________

Unit Historian's Name :_____________(Or person filling out report)
Address:_______________________________________________________
E-mail: ___________________________________Phone:_______________
Please briefly list and explain three significant events, happenings, or newsworthy activities that have taken place in your Unit
since June 2019.
Example:
1. Sent five girls to TALA VA Girls State which is two more than last year.

2. Celebrated TALA‘s Birthday with cake and paying a member’s membership for a year.
3. Participated in membership drive at a job fair.
4. List any ideas or suggestions to make recording Unit History more enjoyable or easier:
Example: used our monthly minutes to help me remember what activities we did.
____
Thank You For Sending in your Mid-Year Reports!

Attention Legislative

Save the date!

Advocates!
Make your plans to attend
The American Legion
Annual
“Day on the Hill”
January 15, 2020.
Join the Legion Family as
we begin our 2nd century
of advocating for our
Veterans, active military
and their families!

7

Department
Spring Conference
February 28-March 1, 2020
Renaissance PortsmouthNorfolk Hotel
Portsmouth, VA
More information is available at
https://valegion.org/2020department-spring-conference/

is
I Meet at

Department Headquarters
@ 8:30 a.m.
1708 Commonwealth Ave.

Richmond, VA 23230

Mission Statement
In the spirit of Service, Not Self, the mission
of the ALA is to support The American Legion and to honor the sacrifice of those who
serve by enhancing the lives of our veterans, military, and their families, both at
home and abroad. For God and Country,
we advocate for veterans, educate citizens,
mentor youth, and promote patriotism, good
citizenship, peace and security.

