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President’s Message
Seasons Greetings American Legion Auxiliary Members!
I hope all are well and staying safe. As you all know we are all in the holiday mode. Please keep our
Veterans, Active Military, and their families in your prayers. I hope you all get whatever you asked Santa for. Please be safe.
Merry Christmas and have a very safe New Year.
For God and Country
Dawn Thomas
American Legion Auxiliary
Department of Virginia President

In the spirit of service, not self, the mission of the American Legion Auxiliary is to
support The American Legion and to honor the sacrifice of those who serve by
enhancing the lives of our veterans, military, and their families, both at home and
abroad.

AMERICANISM
Nalena Klaas, Chairperson
MERRY CHRISTMAS, HAPPY HANUKKAH, HAPPY HOLIDAYS
Can you believe that it is December already! It seems impossible that 2020 is almost over.
This has been a year like no other and I’m sure most of you hope that there is never another
one like 2020.
With COVID-19 restrictions still in place and, in some cases getting tighter, we need to think
of those people who are affected the most by not being able to get out. Even if we cannot
come into personal contact with them, let people know you care by calling, sending a card,
dropping off food, etc. We all know a veteran who may be feeling all alone and would love
to hear from you. Depending on your circumstances, (and theirs), maybe you can invite
them to share a day with you over the holidays. I know that a lot of active duty members
cannot go home for Christmas and have no family near them. Homeless vets are especially
vulnerable and care packages are so appreciated by them.

My wish for you is that you have a safe, healthy and happy holiday with those you love.

Children & Youth Committee

Season’s Greetings! The stockings were hung by the chimney.…..

During this holiday season of giving, let’s hang our stockings in support “Our
Military Kids.” “Our Military Kids” is the special project for this year. “Our
Military Kids” supports children of deployed National Guard and Reserve service
members, as well as those of wounded veterans from all service branches, with
grants to participate in chosen activities.
Please make your checks payable (earmarked for Children & Youth special

project) to the Department Secretary Treasurer and send to Department
headquarters.
The Children & Youth committee wishes you a beautiful holiday season and a
new year filled with peace and happiness.

Pamela Elam-Lipscombe, Chair
Carrie Price, Vice-Chair
Rose Moore, Advisor

Education is food for the soul and an important concept as we place
specific emphasis on our children, prospective graduates from high
school, and our Veterans visiting the classrooms. During this unprecedented time, we want to reach out to promote all of our available
scholarships using all of the available tools we may have during this
time. Please take a moment and visit www.vaauxiliary.org and view the
seven scholarships available to our rising graduates.
When your unit places its blueprint on this excellent program, we will
serve our children, graduates, and veterans in a big way this year. Please
remember to submit your Mid-Year Reports by email
(
or regular mail by December 15, 2020.
I am happy to answer any questions; feel free to contact me at (757) 2889757. I can’t wait to see all of the great progressive reports with the activities and milestones your units have accomplished so far this year!
“When you learn, teach, when you get, give back!”
-Maya Angelo
“For God and Country”
Dr. Deborah Blanch

Holiday Greetings from Your Department Leadership Team
Holiday greetings from your Department Leadership Team! Anne, Lisa, Sallie and I wish
you all a very happy and healthy Holiday Season. Please take a moment and reach out to
your Unit Chairs and members by email, a phone call or a snail mail note who continue to
work our programs during this difficult time and thank them for their dedication and hard
work. We all appreciate hearing Thank You. Ask if they are having any problems accomplishing their goals for their program and offer possible solutions.
Please stay safe and healthy.
Nancy Harting
Department Leadership Chair

Merry Christmas to one and all!
Do you know what would make the perfect gift for the holiday?
If not, I have a suggestion. How about a Paid up for life membership in
The American Legion Auxiliary? Contact me for more information or visit the National
website: www.alaforveterans.org
God Bless Everyone,
Elizabeth Shepherd
Membership Chair
2020-2021
Email: membership@vaauxiliary.org
757-870-5443

Season’s greetings everyone,
As we enter the holiday season, this is a time to reflect on the liberties we enjoy as
well as to look forward to the new year. It is an opportunity to rededicate ourselves to our
mission to our communities, State and Nation, and to support those who have and continue to keep us safe and free. There are countless ways that our great organization can
make a difference both at home and abroad, not only now, but at any time.
Wishing everyone a very happy holiday season,
Dr. Lisa Chaplin
Past Department President
Past Presidents Parley Committee Chair
As the Holiday Season approaches, let us all be mindful of the needs of others. This is a
time for family and friends, but let us remember it is a time of giving. It is also a time to remember our military far from home and family. Pray for their safety.
I wish each of you a healthy, happy Holiday Season and a Happy New Year!!!
Peggy Thomas
Past Department President

"And now we welcome the new year. Full of things that have
never been." -- Rainer Maria Rilke
This year has been full of things that never could have been predicted. We couldn't have
imagined a world where the simplest contact could have lasting consequences. But I think,
above all, most people have reprioritized what is truly important in their lives. This year, it's not
about the presents, it's about the presence. It may be a virtual presence, but we should strive
to be in people's lives and to reconnect. Those connections and reconnections will make the
upcoming year and beyond, so much richer.

So write a letter to put that card that you send to a college friend that you almost never
see. Call that family member that you had a falling out with. Find out which organizations in
your community (food bank, homeless shelters) need help. Send cookies to a local hospital or
to a school on a teacher workday to show appreciation. Above all remember, that to the giver,
the price on a gift may be minimal, but to the recipient, the gift is beyond price.
I wish you all joy and peace for the new year!

Erika Evans
Poppy Chair

Dear VA ALA Family,

As I sit here writing this, I can hardly believe it’s already December! With the year quickly coming to a close, I can’t
help but reflect on what a wild ride this year has been. Through the COVID-chaos, murder hornets, and more the
American Legion Family has once again proven that genuine, sincere service is a mission that even quarantine
can’t stop. I hope that as you reflect on your year, that despite its differences, you still have fond memories of all
of the impact each and every one of our members continues to make for veterans and their families.
A common question this year seems to be, how do we creatively and innovatively continue to do the work we
have been called to do in the face of a pandemic, shutdowns, quarantine, and social distancing? And so many of
you have found solutions! You’ve brainstormed and gotten creative! You didn’t let the fear of change and something different deter you from your mission- our mission of service, not self. Don’t forget to publicize that good
work! Your sincere dedication- your WHY- is the greatest tool we have in our toolbox to recruiting and retaining
members! So, here’s some ways that you can SHARE our 3 Ws this holiday season:
•

Stuff Stockings with Membership Applications and ALA Brochures that showcase all we do and
encourage others to join!

•

Include your charitable work in your own family’s holiday newsletter or Christmas card! What a way to
share with your family, friends, and neighbors all about our organization!

•

Put together a Year in Review slideshow on social media with pictures of you and your unit members
hard at work (even though we might be apart, working on projects from our various homes we should
still document and celebrate that!)

Don’t let the differences this year has brought deter you- keep at the forefront of your mind and heart the real
reason we do the hard work of serving others. This year has been extraordinarily tough and, no doubt, there are
still unprecedented times that lie ahead, but the one thing that hasn’t changed is the most important; our mission
to serve and our hearts for those who first served us. Who we are may look different with male members now
eligible and what we do or the way in which we do it may differ from years past with things going virtual; but WHY
we do it and WHY we matter- that will always remain the same. We serve because we have been served. We get
creative and innovative and adapt just like our veterans have always done for us- willing and ready for anything
that may come no matter how difficult. This year may come to highlight humility and sincerity above all else.
Despite the challenges this year has brought, it also served as reminder; a way to forge connection over our true
purpose of service and even from 6- feet apart, that will always remain something worth sharing about!

Sincerely, Claire Gallagher Moore, VA ALA PR Chairperson 2020-2021

THANK YOU TO UNITS FOR YOUR
PARTICIPATION IN THE UPCOMING
WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA
DECEMBER 19, 2020

Committee Mid-Year
Reporting:

Member Birthdays!
We would like to wish

Mid-Year Reports reflect the
program work of units in the
Department, and are
intended as an opportunity
for mid-year correction.
Each Department Chair is
required to submit a
narrative report by January
5, 2021, to the Southern
Division Committee Chair
and a copy to the
Committee’s National Chair.
Department Chairs
appreciate your support!

those who celebrate a

birthday in December or
January a very
Happy Birthday !

Have you renewed your Membership for 2021?
If you already have, thank you!
Renew on-line using the National Headquarters website
•

Go to alaforveterans.org

•

Log in to your account. If you don’t already have one, set up
an account by selecting “Sign up” on the homepage. Be sure
to have your prior membership card available - you will need
your membership number. Then you will receive further
instructions.

•

Once you have your account, the “Pay Dues” button will
appear next to your name.

You can also call the National Headquarters at (317) 569-4500 and
renew by phone.
Renew by mail or through your Unit membership Chair.

There’s always time to renew. Do it today...don’t delay!
The American Legion Auxiliary
Department of Virginia
1708 Commonwealth Avenue
Richmond, VA 23223
(804) 355-6410

