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Fall Leadership Workshop

Representing the American Legion Auxiliary
• Follow Ethical Conduct

• Follow Governing Document
• Practice Good conduct

• Treat others as you want to be treated
• Red on Friday is not mandatory
• Business casual dress code

• Information available
• This information should be helpful  information

• … and always be thoughtful and kind



Restricted 
versus 

Non-restricted 
Funds

October 27, 2023
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Restricted versus Non-restricted Funds
Accounting for donations to non-profits involves careful financial management by keeping track 
of where you get contributions and how and where they are spent.

Unrestricted funds may be used at the organization’s discretion
◦ General funds

◦ Includes Membership dues

Restricted funds are to be used for a specific purpose and that purpose only!
◦ Funds raised for a specific program must be used for that program

◦ Allows donors to know exactly where their donations are going

◦ Makes supporters more inclined to donate

Units should have one column for restricted funds, and another for non-restricted funds. This is 
beneficial for internal and external audits.



Important Reminders
At the end of the year, donations to a specific program or for a 
specific purpose not used do not transfer to another account or line 
item for another use.

Funds remain designated for their intended purpose unless the 
original donor consents to use for another purpose.

Funds should not be held; they should be use for their intended 
purpose.

Dues are the main source of income for the Department.
◦ General operations

ROAR citation payments are restricted for each specific purpose
◦ For example: Children and Youth Assessment, Entertainment of

Veterans, Veterans Rehabilitation Assessment, Bonding, Building
Fund, etc.



Restricted Funds
Donations for VA Medical Centers

Donations to Poppy program

Donations to Scholarships
◦ Scholarships in general

◦ Specific scholarships

 Donations to Auxiliary Emergency Fund

 Donations to VA&R

 Donations to Children & Youth Project

 Donations to President’s Project

 Donations for Girls State



Questions?



What is the 
Americanism 
essay 
contest?

Margaret Dellinger , PDP



Fall Conference
Americanism Essay Contest

• Essay  contest  with  a  se lected patr iot ic
topic .  Th is  year ’s  topic  “what  does
freedom mean to  me? ”

• There are  6  c lasses  and cr i ter ia  for  each
c lass  f rom 3 rd grade to  12 th.

• Your  unit  may want  to  g ive  awards or
sent  on the department  for  awards

• National  g ives  $50 award and $50
donat ion in  students  name to  Chi ldren
of  Warr iors  Nat ional  Pres idents
scholarsh ip  fund



Fall Conference Americanism Essay
How to get into the schools?

➢ Form letter explaining the contest and your local unit information.

➢Select “feeders” schools to the local high school.

➢Knowing a specific teacher in the school is helpful.

➢Do not forget private schools.

➢Send to your Junior ALA members.

➢Get a due date to the schools as you have to judge and sent to 
Department by March 15 as National wants by April 15.



Fall Conference 
Americanism Essay
Select a judging panel

When selection of winners notify them and 
send on to Department.

Have an award night and invite 
participants, parents and school and public.

Promote your other programs such as ALA 
Virginia Girls State and Boys State and 
scholarships with this program.



D E PA R T M E N T  O F  V I R G I N I A
FA L L  

C O N F E R E N C E
L E A D E R S H I P  W O R K S H O P



I M PORTAN C E OF  R EPORTI N G AC C U R ATE LY

Reporting impact 
accurately is important 

because Congress 
looks at what we and 

others are contributing

Under-reporting time 
and donations may put 
our non-profit status in 

jeopardy

Over-reporting may 
negatively impact 

allocation of Federal 
funds to VA hospitals, 
veterans and military



A L OOK BAC K AT W H O I S  R EPORTI N G I M PAC T

What if every member reported???



Impact of Volunteer 

Hours and Resources 2021-2022 2022-2023

Total Volunteer hours 8,004,728 6,237,391

x $31.80 * 

(the value of a volunteer hour in 2022) $254,550,350 $198,349,034

Dollars raised/spent for 

veterans, military and families $12,358, 431 $14,066,097

Dollars raised/spent for youth, 

scholarships, and communities $9,831,911 $14,732,386









W H ER E TH E  I M PAC T N U M BE R S C O M E FR OM

• Hours

• Donations

Members

• Hours

• Donations

Units
• Hours

• Donations

Departments

• Hours

• Donations

National 

ALA HQ • Hours

• Donations

TAL HQ

It all adds up:  ALA Unit Reports + Consolidated Squadron Reports + Consolidated Post Reports 



A N D  T H E N …

T H E  A M E R I C A N  L E G I O N  I S  R E Q U I R E D  

T O  R E P O R T  T O TA L  I M PA C T  T O  C O N G R E S S

T O  M A I N TA I N  O U R  N O N - P R O F I T  S TAT U S  



YOUR NUMBERS

MATTER



How to 

Keep 

Track of 

all you do



DID YOU KNOW…?







ON E M OR E TH I N G…

•

•

•

•



QUESTIONS?



Salute to 
Servicemembers 

Award

October 27, 2023
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What is it 
and how 
does it 
work?

Each Unit may nominate one 
servicemember from each branch of 
service and National Guard/Reserve.

From those nominees, the Department 
National Security Committee then 
reviews nominations and selects one 
from each branch and National 
Guard/Reserve to submit to the National 
Committee for further consideration.



Requirements

The nominee must be currently 
serving in the U.S. Armed 
Forces.

The person nominating the 
individual must submit a 
narrative outlining the reason 
for the nomination.

The nominee must write a 
narrative of no more than 750 
words describing their service 
both in and out of uniform.



Requirements 
(continued)

Rules for the video

Must not contain 
copyrighted 
music, video, 

images, or text

Must be uploaded 
to YouTube, set to 
Public, not Private

Must be no longer 
than three 

minutes

The nominee must create a 
YouTube video of three minutes or 
less describing their service to the 

military and to the community.



More 
requirements

Endorsement from a member of their command 
group must be included.

The nominee must be willing to be a guest of the 
ALA and speak to the general membership at the 
ALA National Convention if selected.

The nomination form and all supporting documents 
and materials must be submitted to the Department 
National Security Chair by the designated date. 

The nomination form must be completed in full for 
consideration.



Questions?



Sarah Elam, PDP



DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA
EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIPS



Dr. Kate Waller Barrett Scholarship

• $500 Scholarship available to a daughter or son of an American
Legion Auxiliary member in good standing in the Department of
Virginia.

• No Unit may submit more than one application.

• Application must include an original essay consisting of no more than
500 words (typed, double-spaced) titled “Your Responsibilities as a
Citizen of the United States”.

• Completed application packet must be submitted to the American
Legion Auxiliary Unit President in the Applicant’s community by
March 15th and the winning application forwarded to the Education
Committee Chair by April 15th for review by a panel of judges.

.



Past Presidents’ Parley Medical 
Scholarship

• The American Legion Auxiliary, Department of
Virginia offers a scholarship to a child or
grandchild of a Veteran

• Applicant shall be pursuing a career in the medical
field

• Scholarship is funded by donations.

• Department Education Chairperson will be notified
in August if scholarship funds will be available for
the year.



The Veterans Scholarship
• The Veterans Education Scholarship

applicant must be a Veteran residing in
Virginia.

• The Veteran must be eligible to join the
American Legion but is not required to
be a member or to join the American
Legion.

• Application and information may be
obtained from The American Legion
Auxiliary, Department of Virginia
Education Chairman or from the
website.



NATIONAL 
EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIPS



• Candidates for this award shall be direct descendants of veterans who served in the United States
Armed Forces during eligibility dates for membership in The American Legion and were honorably
discharged. Membership in The American Legion Family is not required for this scholarship.

• Applicants must be in their senior year of high school.

• This is a scholarship to attend an accredited institution of higher education.

• Applicants must complete 50 hours of volunteer service within the community during their high school
years. Hours must be verified in writing by the recipient organization(s).

• Completed applications are DUE ON OR BEFORE MARCH 1, 2024, 11:59 PM Eastern.

CHILDREN OF WARRIORS NATIONAL PRESIDENTS’ SCHOLARSHIP

• 15 Scholarships totaling $5,000 each will be awarded for 2024
• 3 Scholarships will be awarded in each of the ALA five divisions



Non-Traditional Student Scholarship

• One $2,000 scholarship is awarded annually per Auxiliary geographic division. Applicant may be pursuing
training in a certified, trade, professional, or technical program, or a two-year or four-year degree
program.

• Applicants must be:
✓A current member in good standing of The American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, or Sons of The 

American Legion, must have held membership for 2022 and 2023, and be a paid member for the 2024 
membership year, OR

✓A veteran who served in the United States Armed Forces and was honorably discharged, OR
✓The spouse of an active duty servicemember or a veteran who was honorably discharged.

• Applicants must be:
✓a non-traditional student returning to the classroom after some period in which their formal 

education was interrupted, OR
✓a non-traditional student beginning their education at a later point in life.

Completed applications are DUE ON OR BEFORE MARCH 1st



Spirit Of Youth Scholarship 

• The Spirit of Youth Scholarship Fund is an umbrella that supports three separate scholarship
opportunities for participants in American Legion Auxiliary programs. One is for American Legion Auxiliary
Junior members, another for the Junior Members of the Year, and one is for participants in the American
Legion Auxiliary Girls Nation program.

• State/Department: National Headquarters will award each state/department winner a $1,000 scholarship
(47 scholarships total). New for 2023-2024

• National: From the potential 52 state/department scholarship winners, the national Education Committee
will select 5 winners (1 per division) for a $5,000 scholarship based on a scoring rubric.

• Candidates for this award shall be/shall have been Junior members of the American Legion Auxiliary,
have held membership in the American Legion Auxiliary for the past three consecutive years (2021, 2022,
and 2023), and must be a paid member for the current (2024) membership year. Applicant must continue
their membership in the American Legion Auxiliary during the scholarship period.

DUE MARCH 1, 2024



Junior Member Loyalty Scholarship
• Junior members are the future of our organization. To reward those who retain their

membership into adulthood, the American Legion Auxiliary offers the Junior Member Loyalty
Scholarship to current college students.

• 10 scholarships, $2,500 each, will be awarded. 2 scholarships will be awarded in each division
of the American Legion Auxiliary.

• Candidates for this award shall have been Junior members of the American Legion Auxiliary,
held membership in the American Legion Auxiliary for the past three consecutive years (2021,
2022, and 2023) and be a paid member for the current (2024) membership year. Applicant
must continue their membership in the American Legion Auxiliary during the scholarship
period.

• Applicants must be completing one, two, or three years of college courses.

• An essay describing your involvement in the American Legion Auxiliary, including past
involvement as an American Legion Auxiliary Junior member.

• An original essay: As a current college student and American Legion Auxiliary member, how
can you “Be The One” for our veteran and military communities?

• Completed application due to the president of their American Legion Auxiliary unit ON OR
BEFORE MARCH 1, 2024.



National ALA Scholarships

For more information and applications for 
each of these National Scholarships, go 
to https://www.legion-aux.org/ and 

select Scholarships

https://www.legion-aux.org/


SCHOLARSHIPS



Lucien Butler Scholarship

High school boys and girls who are sons, 
daughters, grandsons, granddaughters of 
members of the Virginia American Legion Family 
who exemplify the spirit and true American 
values and have been admitted to an accredited 
four-year college or university.

Current scholarships are limited to those 
entering the freshman class. Awards in following 
years will be considered as funds are available .

Deadline for submission is March1st.



Legacy Scholarship
The American Legion legacy Scholarship is a needs- based scholarship 
designed to fulfill a financial gap remaining after all federal and state 
educational grants/ scholarships available to an eligible applicant have 
been utilized.

Eligibility:
Children of United States military who died while on active duty on or 
before September 11.2011.
Children of post 9/11veterans having been assigned a combined 
disability rating of 50% or greater by the Department of Veterans 
Affairs also qualify.

Each needs-based scholarship provides up to $20,000.00 for children 
of the fallen, and up to $5000.00 for children of the disabled for 
under-graduate or post-graduate college. Recipients may reapply for 
additional annual awards up to six times.

THE APPLICATION DEADLINE IS APRIL 1



The American Legion Samsung 
Boys and Girls State Scholarship
The Samsung Scholarship applicants are restricted to students between the Junior and Senior years of high school 
Who attend the current session of either an American Legion Boys State or American Legion Auxiliary Girls State 
Program. 

The American Legion administers the Samsung American Legion Scholarship program. These scholarships are for 
under-graduate study only and may be used for tuition, books, fees, room, and board.

Scholarship Awarded
Every year $300.00.00 in Samsung American Legion Scholarships are awarded to nearly 100 American Legion Boys 
State and American Legion Auxiliary Girls State participants.

More information: www.legion.org/scholarship/samsung

http://www.legion.org/scholarship/samsung


Additional Information

American Legion Department of Virginia Scholarship

(https://valegion.org/programs/scholarships/lucien-butler-scholarship)

❑Lucien Butler American Legion Scholarship

American Legion National Scholarships (https://www.legion.org/scholarships)

❑The American Legion Baseball Scholarship

❑The American Legion Legacy Scholarship

❑The American Legion Samsung Boys and Girls State Scholarship

❑The American Legion Shooting Sports Scholarship

❑The American Legion Oratorical Contest Scholarship

❑ANAVICUS (Army, Navy and Air Force Veterans in Canada United States) Scholarships

VAVS (Veterans Affairs Volunteer Services) Scholarship

❑James H. Parke Memorial Scholarship (https://www.volunteer.va.gov/ParkeScholarship.asp)

https://valegion.org/programs/scholarships/lucien-butler-scholarship
https://www.legion.org/scholarships
about:blank




Legislative
2023 FALL CONFERENCE LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP

Pamela Elam-Lipscombe, PDP



What is purpose 
of the ALA 
Legislative 
Program? 

The purpose of the 
Legislative Committee is 
to provide information 
and assistance to 
American Legion Auxiliary 
members to advocate for 
the legislative agenda of 
The American Legion.



Simply..……
▪The ALA follows the action of The American Legion and does
not endorse any measure until The American Legion has first 
endorsed it. 

▪Never follow a policy which does not coincide exactly with
The American Legion’s stand.



Legislative Key 
Resources



Legislative
Agenda 

Details the top priorities 
of The American Legion 
for the 118th Congress

▪ Mental Health & Suicide Prevention

▪ VA Healthcare Modernization

▪ PACT Act: Implementation

▪ Protect Veterans from Predatory

Actors

▪ Concurrent Receipt

▪ Guard & Reserve GI Bill Parity

▪ GI Bill for Honorable Service

▪ Support our Afghan Allies

▪ Military Quality of Life

▪ Pay the Coast Guard

▪ Protect the American Flag





Grassroots 
Action  Center

• Connect with
members of
Congress to stay
informed on
legislative issues.





Legislative 
Advocacy Guide

Contains suggestions to 
help build legislative 
awareness in your 
community.



ALA National 
Legislative 
Facebook Page

❑Interested in The American Legion Legislative position 
on issues affecting our veterans, our military, and their 
families

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ALALegislative

❑Serves as an informational group that will also allow 
personal, non-partisan, comments that are supportive to 
issues and members of the group

❑Include urgent action requests if a need is indicated by 
the American Legion

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ALALegislative


Joint Leadership 
Council of 
Veterans 
Services 
Organizations

Governor appointed state board of representatives of 25 
VSOs.

Advises the Governor and General Assembly of active 
duty, veteran, and dependent needs and formulating and 
advocating for state legislation to address these needs.  

By mutual agreement whenever a VSO goes to the 
General Assembly as an organization, they speak with 
one voice--that of the JLC.  

We only advocate as an organization for those initiatives 
approved each year by the JLC.





Meeting with our 
Legislators



Meet with your 
Elected Officials

The American Legion Family is an 
apolitical organization.

Must invite all candidates to a meet and greet.

When representing The American Legion Family, 
must only address the initiatives set forth by The 
American Legion. 



Questions?
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