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Poppy As Patriotic Symbol

• The American Legion and American Legion Auxiliary 
memorial flower, the poppy, has continued to serve as a 
"patriotic symbol of the sacrifices made by our veterans and 
their families" since 1921.  (American Legion Auxiliary Poppy 
Program Guide, pg. 5)
• In 1924 to ensure the poppy memorial flower from 
commercialization, the National Poppy Program was 
established, setting the criteria for poppy material, makers, and 
use of donations. 
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Poppy Program Resolutions

• The American Legion’s 2013 and

2014 resolutions to encompass

veterans and active-duty, red crepe

paper no longer the required

material, and removal of the label

date. The variation in the poppy red

material, the only color to be used,

has enhanced Units "flexibility to use

the symbolic red poppy in many ways,

shapes, and forms to raise money to

support veterans, military, and their

families."

American Legion Auxiliary Poppy Program Guide, pg7

• The resolution also amended the
requirement of the poppy to be
made by veterans to “all efforts
(should) be made to manufacture
the poppies or poppy symbol
items by veterans first, but in the
event, demand is greater than this
supply source, use of the
commercial vendor who conforms
with the restrictions on the use of
The American Legion or the
American Legion Auxiliary name
and emblem may be used."

American Legion Auxiliary Poppy Program
Guide, pg. 9
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Poppy Labels

• As the number of veterans available to make poppies in the 
VA hospitals, nursing homes, physical therapy sessions, 
veteran-owned companies, and at home has substantially 
decreased, Units are exploring new avenues for creating the 
red poppy.  Units are ordering poppy kits from Emblem 
Sales and holding poppy-making events; however, the 
labels do not read "Made by Veterans." 
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National Poppy Day

May 24, 2024

• Poppy Day is celebrated in countries around the world. The 
American Legion Family brought National Poppy Day® to the 
United States by asking Congress to designate the Friday 
before Memorial Day, as National Poppy Day.

• On the Friday before Memorial Day, wear a red poppy to 
honor the fallen and support the living who have worn our 
nation's uniform.
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Use of Poppy Donations

• Poppy donations received before American Legion Resolutions of 2013 and 2014 

of The American Legion Poppy Program and Poppy Fund Rules could only be used for 

veterans and the welfare of their families.  Following the passage of these Resolutions, 

donations received after the Resolutions can also be used for active-duty military and 

their families.  Following the Resolutions, poppy funds can be used. Poppy Funds may 

only be used for: 

• “★ The rehabilitation of veterans honorably discharged from the United States 

Armed Forces after April 6, 1917. 

★ The welfare of the families of veterans of the above-named period. 

★ The rehabilitation of hospitalized military service personnel returning home 

and awaiting discharge who require treatment in service hospitals. 

★ The welfare of veterans, active military personnel, and the families of veterans 

and active military personnel of the above-named period where financial and 

medical need is evident.

★ For the purpose of poppy kits and supplies used to make symbolic poppies 

and poppy items that will be distributed for donations to the Poppy Fund. “ 

American Legion Auxiliary Poppy Program Guide, pg 6
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Further Clarification

• To clarify the definition in the Poppy Fund Rules of "and their 

family," it is the immediate family and dependents, spouse, daughter, 

and grandchild, who resides in the home with the veteran or active-

duty personnel.  Usage of poppy funds is allowed to assist when 

financial and medical needs are evident for the veterans, active-duty 

personnel, and their families.  

• “Use of Poppy Funds is allowable for care packages only when it is 

for a welfare need (such as first aid topical treatment or vital hygiene 

items), as opposed to a comfort need, and not comfort/leisure items 

(such as baked goods or books).”  Also, the Auxiliary may use poppy 

funds to purchase "poppy kits and supplies for making symbolic 

poppies and poppy items." 

American Legion Auxiliary Poppy Program Guide, pg 12
American Legion Auxiliary Poppy Program Guide, pg 8
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Questions & Answers

➢ How many Poppy Days can a Unit have each year?

✓They may have as many as they wish as far as National Headquarters 
is concerned. However, they do need to check with their department 
before scheduling to ensure there aren’t any rules that state 
otherwise at that level. Chrystal Daulton, Senior Program Manager

➢ Request clarification on the possible situation for use of VA&R 
(poppy) funds.  If a military member/veteran is in the hospital or 
home for recuperation, can poppy funds be used to assist in paying 
rent, etc?  What documentation is necessary to support such a 
claim?

✓Poppy funds may be used for necessities such as rent, utilities, 
groceries, etc. for a veteran/servicemember in need. American 
Legion Auxiliary National Headquarters does not have requirements 
for documentation, that would come from your department 
headquarters. Chrystal Daulton, Senior Program Manager



9

A Community 

of Volunteers 

Serving Veterans, 

Military, 

and their Families

➢ Can poppy funds be used for supplies (food items, toiletries, 
books, etc.) that are sent to the men and women who are 
presently serving in the military?

✓They could only be used for items of necessity such as hygiene 
items or food. No books, games, etc. are eligible for purchase with 
poppy funds.  Chrystal Daulton, Senior Program Manager

➢ If my department has poppies to sell to other departments or 
outside entities what is the correct way to notify departments?

✓The Department Secretary can email Chrystal Daulton 
(cdaulton@ALAforVeterans.org) at National Headquarters with the 
number of poppies available and cost.  This is the proper way as 
National Headquarters received requests. Chrystal Daulton, Senior 
Program Manager
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➢ Can Poppy Funds be used for AEF (Auxiliary Emergency Fund) 
donations?

✓ Unfortunately, Poppy Funds may not be used for AEF donations 
as the criteria for assistance eligibility differs between the two. 
Poppy funds are for living veterans, servicemembers and their 
immediate families. AEF is designed to help Auxiliary members 
who have maintained membership for the current year and two 
previous. Because someone is eligible for AEF does NOT make 
them instantly eligible for poppy funds and vice versa.  Chrystal 
Daulton, Senior Program Manager
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National Little Miss Poppy Contest

❖ Any Little Miss Poppy may submit for the national Little 

Miss Poppy

❖ Departments may have different requirements if they 

have a Department Little Miss Poppy. 

❖ No hard copy will be accepted for the National 

competition - it must be completed online by 5PM on 

June 1 at https://member.legion-aux.org/Little-Miss-

Poppy-Award-Form. 
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National Poppy Poster Contest

❖ Grade levels from 2nd to 12th grade are divided into seven 
classes (listed above) with one additional class for “Best 
Overall” in each division. One award in each of the eight 
classes will be presented in each division. Winners will receive 
$50 and a $50 donation in the student’s name will be made to 
the Children of Warriors National Presidents’ Scholarship 
fund.

❖ Unit members should follow deadlines and process for 

the department. All department entries are due to the 

division chairman by June 1.

❖ Rules and coversheet  at https://member.legion-

aux.org/national-poppy-poster-contest


	Slide 1: POPPY PROGRAM
	Slide 2: Poppy As Patriotic Symbol
	Slide 3: Poppy Program Resolutions
	Slide 4: Poppy Labels
	Slide 5: National Poppy Day May 24, 2024
	Slide 6: Use of Poppy Donations
	Slide 7: Further Clarification
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: National Little Miss Poppy Contest
	Slide 12: National Poppy Poster Contest

